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Status 

■))□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[x] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) £20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5M Claim(s) M6 is/are allowed. 

6) Kl Claim(s) 17 and 18 is/are rejected. 

7) M Claim(s) 19 and 20 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claimfs) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sarcia (US Patent 3,840,420) in view of Herrington et al (US Patent 4,808,150). 

Sarcia discloses a laminating apparatus for laminating sheet or film materials 
comprising top roller 102 and lower roller 52. Top roller 102 further comprises inner 
heating element 104, and rubber shell 1 10. Stainless steel heat shield 112 surrounds 
the top and sides of heated roller 102. 

However, Sarcia does not disclose the heat insulation layer as claimed by the 
applicant. Regarding this difference, the applicant is directed to the reference of 
Herrington et al. 

Herrington discloses a heated wheel sealing apparatus comprising heat sealing 
wheel 31 , which cooperates with rubber roller 65 to seal webs or sheet materials. 
Heated wheel 31 is surrounded by a heat shield assembly comprising a sheet metal 
cover 60 lined with thermal insulating material 61 . 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to employ a 
thermal insulating material, as taught by Herrington, in the apparatus of Sarcia in order 
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to contain the heat of the heated roller. Regarding claim 18, it is the examiner's position 
that a stainless steel body, as taught by Sarcia, and an iron body are obvious 
alternatives in the art for fabricating a heat shield. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to substitute iron for the stainless steel in 
the apparatus of Sarcia based on known thermal properties of these materials. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-16 are allowed. 

4. Claims 1 9-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

References 

5. References C-D are cited as prior art of interest. 

I 

Telephone/Fax 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Sells whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1237. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday between 9:30 AM and 
6:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on (571) 272-1226. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 
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